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SUPERTOWNS INITIATIVE 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.12 am]: I would like to 
inform the house about the latest development in the regional centres development plan known as SuperTowns. I 
launched the program on 7 July 2011, announcing the selection of nine towns to participate in the first round of 
funding: Boddington, Collie, Esperance, Jurien Bay, Katanning, Manjimup, Margaret River, Morawa and 
Northam. These nine communities are about to embark on an intensive planning process that will map out their 
vision for growth to 2050. They will be supported by royalties for regions funding, with $5.5 million allocated to 
this planning phase. With the state’s population predicted to double over the next 30 to 40 years, I want these 
regional centres to be well prepared to capitalise on this potential growth. 

My vision for SuperTowns is to have well-balanced, well-connected communities, with lifestyle options and 
access to services, affordable housing and a growing and diverse range of job opportunities. This will offer more 
choices for people living in regional areas and offer an attractive alternative to living in the metropolitan area. 
All but one of the community launches have taken place, with the final launch event in Katanning tomorrow. 
Minister Terry Redman and I have attended these community launches, which have been well attended by 
enthusiastic community members, and have stimulated plenty of discussion.  

I would like to stress that the super towns are encouraged to involve their surrounding communities. This will 
ensure that economic and social connections to the catchment communities and regional cities are identified and 
strengthened, and that local, regional and state planning processes are more closely aligned. Collaboration across 
government and the community underpins this process.  

Most of the super towns have now established their local project teams, which will be the interface between the 
community and government, overseeing the growth plans. Community reference groups have also been 
established to ensure there is strong community engagement in this process. The growth plans will describe the 
actions required to drive the local economy and identify the community services, amenities and infrastructure 
development needed to reach and support their economic and population growth potential. These growth plans 
are intended to be comprehensive, supported by research and growth scenario modelling, and to provide the 
logistics behind achieving the town’s vision for growth. 

We are finally starting to address the needs of the north west communities so they can grow more naturally and 
become more liveable. We have learnt a lot about the need for more visionary and robust future planning in 
regional communities, and the need for government to work better together and more closely with the 
community. The success of the Pilbara Cities plan highlights the strengths of this approach. We are now looking 
to extend the same sort of thinking to the south. 

I congratulate the nine communities involved in the program. Just as we have a comprehensive plan for the 
future of Perth and the Peel region in Directions 2031, we are now rolling out comprehensive plans for regional 
growth across the state, led by the Liberal–National government. 
 


